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for the job. Landscape will also require special sized paper called Pi. Pi 
(pronounced pea) paper is sized with alum to reduce absorbency and allow 

for multiple washes. I will have plenty 
of Pi paper on hand for purchase. 

 

The Biff brush is very useful for 

painting smaller diameter bamboo 
trunks and tree branches. I will 

demonstrate how to use this brush properly during 
bamboo and plum studies. 

 

Please give me a call if you have any questions regarding 

the classes, equipment, or painting.  I look forward to our 
painting together soon. 

 

      StephenStephenStephenStephen    
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I have returned to Montana to find myself renewed. After two weeks of study 

at the hand of my friend and mentor Ning Yeh I was fulfilled in many ways, 
however, I missed my home of Bozeman and I missed my brush painting 
family here. I found I must be in Montana to be complete. I return now, 
excited to share new methods with my friends. I hope that everyone who 

reads this will be able to 
join me in the continued 
study of Chinese brush 
painting.  
 

Plum, Orchid, 
Bamboo and 
Chrysanthemum are the 
four gentlemen of 
Chinese brush painting. 
The study of these 
subjects is the traditional 
way to introduce all of the 

elements of brush painting and we shall begin anew with them. Over the past 
year I have covered each of these subjects at one time or another. Now we 
shall study them in sequence and rediscover the joy of 
painting the gentlemen as well as learning more 
details about why they are important. If you have 
studied these before, come again to learn more and 
compare your work with last time. If you are joining 
us for the first time, know that you are starting at the 
beginning.  
 

We will supplement the study of the gentlemen 

with the single layer Camellia. I do not question 
the wisdom of the ancient masters, but the 
gentlemen do not include a flower with a single 
sectioned short sturdy leaf. Camellia is perfect for 
the study of this important element. Camellia is also 
appropriate because it is the symbol for ever-lasting 
love. What a nice way to celebrate our love of Chinese 
brush painting. We will complete our session in the sixth 
week with a landscape study! We will learn the power of Pi 
paper and paint Chinese mountains in the mist. Landscape 
painting introduces us to different paper and different methods. 
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Once Chinese brush painting becomes a part of your life, it soon becomes 

an important part of it. Our knowledge of the Chinese brush emerges from 
the mist. Every painting that we complete adds a layer of understanding. I am 
proud to be a teacher of Chinese brush painting and hope that I can inspire 
you to higher levels of enlightenment in your studies. 

    
Western WatercolorsWestern WatercolorsWestern WatercolorsWestern Watercolors    

 

Western watercolor paints can be used to 

supplement or even replace traditional Chinese 
chip colors and I would like to list the most 

important ones here. Dr. Yeh has gone to a lot of trouble 
and expense to test western watercolors and I will share his 
results with you. I recommend and will have available for sale to 
you the following western watercolors. It is important to have 
these colors so that we can do our best work with little fuss. 
 

Winsor Newton 
• Alizarin Crimson-medium dark red 

• Perylene Violet-dark red 

• Ultramarine Violet-light purple 

• Winsor Violet-dark purple 

• Permanent Magenta-light pink (needs to 
be mixed with Chinese red before use) 

• French Ultramarine-wonderful blue color 

• Manganese Blue-replaces sky blue chip color 
for sky and water hues 

• Winsor Green-dark green 

• Lamp Black-mix with Winsor green to make dark shade 
for landscape painting 

 

Schmincke 
• Cadmium Red Deep (actually replaces Chinese red 

chip color) 
 

Landscape painting will require the largest wash brush you have. I 

recommend you purchase the 4” wash brush at the studio. Once you see 
how fun it is to paint the mist with the wash brush you will need the best one 
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Classes begin Classes begin Classes begin Classes begin in Septemberin Septemberin Septemberin September    

The next series of classes will be starting the week of September 

7th.  Classes are one day a week on the following days:  

• Thursday afternoons 11-1:30  

• Thursday evenings from 6-8:30 

• Saturdays 2-4:30 pm 

Classes will run for six weeks (one week for each subject below).  
Classes require a minimum of two students. Seats are filled on a first 
come first served basis.  Please stop by the studio to register or mail 
in your registration form today. 


