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Many of you know that I went to China in May and I 
would like to relate some of the highlights of the trip to you. 
The trip started in Beijing.  There were sandstorms blowing 
in from the Gobi desert and the air quality was a bit poor, 
but it made the Great Wall all the more mysterious. We 

spent several hours 
on the wall to 
explore and tables 
were set up for our 
group to do some painting. Most of our group spent the time 
painting a composition of the wall itself. I took photos of the 
wall with the idea to paint it later and then I created little 
paintings for the locals. This was the first time that I really felt 
the warmth of the local people. The Chinese tend to be 

curious about westerners in general and someone like me in particular. Those of you who know me 
understand that I am not small which is interesting. To be painting well with a Chinese brush adds to 
the interest. I found myself to be very popular and when I started giving paintings away, my 
popularity soared!  

We visited the Forbidden City and various temples 
about Beijing over the next several days. The Forbidden City 
is an enormous complex of buildings that took the whole day 
to walk through. It must have taken quite a while for the 
emperor to answer the 
doorbell back in the day. 
One day we went to a park 
to visit the temple of 
Heaven. The temple was 

very cool being such a large structure without any metal fasteners, 
but once again it was the people that were the most interesting. I 
estimate that there were around 10,000 people in the park 
between the front gate and the temple. The people arranged 
themselves into groups and were participating in various activities. 
Some of the people were ballroom dancing; others were twirling 
long and colorful silk banners in intricate patterns. There were 
people playing musical instruments and others singing in large 
groups. People were everywhere. I joined a gentleman playing a 

game of badminton Tai Chi. Each person has a large paddle with 
solid webbing and the players toss a ball back and forth in a 
graceful manner. I am afraid that grace left the park when I started 
but my partner still looked good. I purchased equipment from my 
new friend and if anyone wants to try the game let me know and 
we can play on the lawn at the Emerson. In the evening we went to 
the home of a brush painting master and I was able to purchase 
some of his paintings. I am excited to own someone else’s 
paintings and hang them in my home. 
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We flew to Guilin after Beijing and enjoyed the scenery of 
the limestone mountains there. We took a cruise on a large vessel 
down the Li River and saw the mountains from a water 
perspective. The air is so humid there that you can see it. It was 
also quite hot. Now I 
know how I should 
feel when I am 
painting Guilin 
landscapes. Some of 
the vendors selling 
“stuff” were a bit hard 
to handle in Guilin, 
but when we got 
away from them I 
really enjoyed myself 

and the scenery. We spent a lot of time on 
the road in buses in the Guilin area and I 
developed a new appreciation for the 
madness that is Chinese traffic. It is quite 
literally every person for himself. Cross the 
street in packs and stay in the middle. We 
watched as fisherman used trained birds to 
bring in their catch. The cormorants were 
very cool and mellow looking birds that do a 
great job of catching the fish and bringing 
them to their men. We went to the base of a 
mountain where there were 800 year old 
Buddha carvings in the stone. It is amazing 
to think that these works of art are young to 
the Chinese mind and a relatively “new 

thing”. (In the Shanghai Museum I saw jade carvings over 2000 
years old.) We went to a mountain that had a cave system called 
the Reed Flute 
Cave.  We also 
rode a lift up to 
the top of Yao 
Mountain for a 
scenic vista. In 
the end we got 
to see the 
mountains from 
the front, back, 
top, bottom, 
and inside. 

Way cool.  
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After Guilin, we 
flew to Hangzhou or West 
Lake. Hangzhou was by 
far my favorite part of the 
trip. Hangzhou has a 
genuine laid back feeling 
and there was a sense of 

true tranquility there. We took 
a sampan ride across the lake 
to a wonderful garden. We 

spent a bit of time at the garden meeting people and watching the 
peacocks do their thing. The garden had lots of water and beautiful 
structures. We had a bit of free time in Hangzhou so I went to the lake 
and did some studies of Lotus and a bridge from a park bench. I met a lot 
of people who were very interested in my painting. Our group went to a 
paper making facility and I got to make a sheet of paper in the traditional 

way. I am afraid that my paper 
was not very good. The master 
that we saw making paper there 
had been working that machine 
for over 20 years. I did some 
bamboo paintings for the folks at the paper factory and was 
offered a job as son-in-law. As my wife Gwen did not give 
permission I had to respectfully decline. Painting really 
makes fast friends! We drove from Hangzhou to Shanghai 

with a stop along the way at a Wu Zhen.  It was a neat place to see. The town is like a miniature 
Venice with canals running between the buildings. We saw batik fabrics being made and I bought a 
cool Chinese shirt. Later that evening we arrived in Shanghai at the Howard Johnson. You have 
never seen such a Howard Johnson before. Very Nice. We were able to do some shopping in 
Shanghai and I was able to buy lots of cool painting accessories for my studio. We went to the 
Shanghai museum and I took photos of every painting they had. The paintings were very familiar 
and it struck me with a new force that we Chinese brush painters are 
practicing an art form that is as ancient as we are young. I am sure 
that if we could paint with those old masters we would find a 
brotherhood reaching through the ages. Ning Yeh, my brush painting 
teacher will be leading another tour to China next year around April 
10. A basic itinerary includes Beijing, a temple hanging from a 

mountainside, the yellow river plateau, Shaolin 
temple (birthplace of martial arts), peony festival, 
West Lake, Yellow Mountain (the best place to 
buy ink stone), and Shanghai. I intend to return 
to China with Ning and if any of you has an 
interest to see China this is a great way to do it. 
It is not too early to start planning so give me a 
call to discuss your China trip with us next year.   
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I am going to host another bamboo class on the 23rd of June and I will incorporate some 
of the styles that I observed on my trip. I want to focus on what I call bamboo from a distance. It 
is nice to depict the bamboo from root to tip and add a few landscape elements. The class will 
be entirely in ink and will examine the shades of ink as well as the grinding of ink. If you are 
interested in learning to grind ink, this is the class for you. Get ready to paint rocks, grass and 
pagodas with your bamboo. The class will be a full day from 10-5 with an hour for lunch. The 
class cost is $60.00 for the day with a $10.00 material fee for those without equipment. The 
class will be held in Studio Boone-Chinese Brush Painting in The Emerson.  Please call 587-
0925 with any questions. 

 

I am very excited to announce my video lesson program is underway and I have 
instructional videos available for sale. The videos are available in DVD format with separate 
chapters for each sub-lesson. VHS videos are available on request. Please let me know if you 
prefer the VHS format. I currently stock my first video at the studio. The title is Chinese Brush 
Painting: Equipment Introduction and Basic Brush Strokes. The chapters are as follows, 
equipment intro, paper cutting, chip preparation, yellow preparation, mixing green, color 
thickness, holding the brush, studio set-up, charge the brush, load the brush with paint, side of 
the brush stroke, side stroke to the right, side stroke to the left, bone stroke, orchid-bamboo 
studies, and brush maintenance. I remember the questions that I had when I first started 
Chinese brush painting and I made this video to address these questions. I have sold several 
copies of this video to students and those who have spoken with me about it have given great 
reviews. Those who have purchased equipment but have had difficulty finding time to pursue 
brush painting will find this video helpful to both remember how to work with your equipment and 
perhaps find a little motivation to get back into brush painting. In all cases, I highly recommend 
this video. 

My video about bamboo will be available on the 23rd in class. Bamboo is without a doubt 
the most important subject and this video teaches basic bamboo methods in detail. The video 
shows an ink grinding demonstration as well as a bamboo painted in ink ground with the ink 
stone.  The video covers equipment, color prep, bone stroke, dots, leaf stroke, trunk stroke, 
branch composition, and leaf composition. The video also shows four separate compositions 
from start to finish with different compositions focusing on different elements. 

Videos are priced at $35.00 each; however, I am having an introductory sale and these 
videos are available until August 1, 2007 for $25.00 each. 

Thank you & hope to see you soon, 

          Stephen 
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